I hate, 1 despise yom feast days,
And I will not smi-11 m your
solemn assemblies.

Finn the PROPHETIC' BOOKS

" I DESPISE YOUB FEAST DAYS "
IT was a memorable session of the Congress that met at Lueknow
during Easter 1936 with Jawaharlal Nehru in the chair. But the
session at Bombay (October 1934), the first formal plenary session
to be held since the Karachi Congress (March 1931), had been by
comparison rather insipid. The ecstasies of 1930-32 had given way to
depression; political enthusiasm was running low; the only major
issue decided upon was the endorsement of the comparatively unin-
spiring parliamentary programme accepted by the All India Congress
Committee at Patna, The country had not recovered yet from the
effects of a heavy struggle; Jawaharlal was still in jail, and demora-
lisation was in the air. Membership of the Congress stood at below
half a million, numbering only 457,000, Gandhiji himself moved a
resolution drastically altering the constitution of the Congress,
appealed to the members to impose on themselves a self-denying
ordinance by reducing their numbers, and in the end announced his
personal decision to withdraw from the Congress. Bewilderment and
a sense of frustration continued to oppress our people, whom the
meagre electoral activity over the Central Assembly elections on a
restricted franchise could not galvanise into enthusiasm.
From 1934 to 1939, however, was a period remarkable for the
rebuilding, on sounder foundations, of the Congress organisation, for
the people's spirited recovery a?ter terrible repression, the formula-
tion of new lines of policy, the magnificent advance of workers and
peasants, and the resultant approach towards a qualitatively different
level of the struggle for freedom. The elections to the Central
Assembly towards the end of 1934 were a humdrum affair and aroused
little mass interest. Nehru's presidential address at Lueknow criti-
cised unsparingly the state of things then prevailing and roundly
admitted that "we have largely lost touch with the masses ", parti-
cularly among the Muslims. It gave also a resounding lead, for it
proclaimed a socialist objective, the demand for a broad mass front